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Prelude: “At the Name of Jesus”                                            Ryan Croyle 
    David N. Johnson                           

      

Time of Welcome                   
      

Call to Worship                          Frank Hancock 

 

n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us. Grace and peace to you from God, who was,  

and is, and is to come. Together, let us worship our God.   
 

 Opening Hymn #220: “At the Name of Jesus” (verses 1,2, and 5)            
                                    

 Prayer of Confession                          Frank Hancock    

 

eavenly Father, we come humbly before you to confess that we have not always lived up to a 
standard that is worthy of being created in Your image. We suffer from pride that keeps us 

from seeing your image in others. We walk by people who are in need, when we could stop and 
offer an ear to listen. We often feel reluctant to share the gifts that you have given us, out of fear 
that in doing so, there may not be enough left for ourselves. Lord, we ask for your forgiveness for 

these and all our shortcomings, that we may grow to become more like you and that in us, others 
may see your glory. Let us also confess in silence our personal sins. Amen. 

 
Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon  
 

Children’s Message           Jana Hall           
 

Response #17: “Beautiful Savior” (verses 1 and 4)           
    

 Scripture Reading: John 1:1-9 
 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made;  

without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the  

light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 

testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; 

he came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into 
the world. 
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Sermon – “The Light of Life”                                                              Rev. Tom Hall 

 
Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer  

 

ur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

*Affirmation of Faith – The Apostles’ Creed                                      
     

 believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only 
Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose  
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits on the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit;  
the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 
body; and the life everlasting.  
 

Anthem: “Light of the World               Jackie Bezek, soprano 
  by “We The Kingdom”                          Torey Gricks, tenor 

 

Light of the world, treasure of heaven 
Brilliant like the stars, in the wintery sky. 
Joy of the Father, reach through the darkness 
Shine across the earth, send the shadows to flight. 

 

Light of the world, from the beginning 

The tragedies of time, were no match for Your love. 
From great heights of glory, You saw my story 
God You entered in and became one of us. 

 

Chorus: 

Sing hallelujah, sing hallelujah 
Sing Hallelujah, for the things He has done! 

Come and adore Him, bow down before Him 
Sing hallelujah to the Light of the world! 
 

Light of the world, crown in a manger 
Born for the cross, to suffer, to save 
High King of heaven, death is the poorer 
We are the richer, by the price that He paid. (Chorus) 

 
Light of the world, soon  will be coming 
With fire in His eyes, He will ransom His own 

Through clouds, He will lead us, straight into glory 
And there, He shall reign, forevermore, forevermore. 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Call for the Offering                     Rev. Dan Turis       
                              

 
Online giving available through GivePlus.

 

 
 
Closing Hymn #100: “Jesus, Light of the World” 

  

Benediction and Charge                           Rev. Tom Hall  
 

Postlude: “The Heavens Declare”               Ryan Croyle 
       Benedetto Marcello 
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 The Latest from Pastor Tom Hall 
 

01-10-21  One nation under God 
 

     I could say a lot about the sad spectacle of protestors-turned-rioters trashing the US Capitol this 
week, but I need to stick to my lane.  
     I’m a pastor.  

     It’s fashionable these days to bash the idea of American exceptionalism, but if America isn’t 
exceptional, why are we so upset about what we saw? 

     Every other nation in history was based on tribe, religion, ethnicity, or place. But America was 
founded by people from different tribes, religions, ethnicities, and places. 

     They all had to cross an ocean in wooden ships to get here. 
     The nation they formed was based, not on tribe, religion, ethnicity, or place, but on the truly 
exceptional idea that free people could govern themselves. 

     A nation…based on an idea? 
    What gave them the idea it could work?   
     Faith.  

     The founders understood that the Christian faith had created a shared sense of personal and 
public responsibility among the people of the colonies. Of course, not everyone believed, and there 

were vast differences in how faith was practiced. But enough did believe to create a shared 
expectation of how free people were supposed to behave. 

     The key was George Whitefield, the most important founding father you never heard of. 
Whitefield was a short, cross-eyed preacher from England who was the first truly international 
celebrity. Aside from George Washington, he was the most famous person in America. He 

attracted vast crowds; people would walk 20 miles or more to hear him. His clear voice allowed 
him to be heard by tens of thousands at once. His sermons made people weep, wealthy and poor 

alike.  
     Like no one before, Whitefield proclaimed the Gospel directly to the people, showing how all 

people were of infinite worth and beloved by God.  
     When Whitefield died in 1750, an incredible 80 percent of the people in the colonies had heard 

him in person. His legacy was a shared understanding of public virtue that made democracy 
possible.  
     But today, not nearly enough of us have heard the Gospel, and not nearly enough weep at its 

beauty. We’ve lost the shared understanding of public virtue that can only come from a Gospel 
understanding of the worth of each person.    

     If you were sad or scared about what happened this week, there is something you can do: 
     Join a church that lives and proclaims the Gospel.  

     Worship. Bring your friends. Repeat. 
     Really, what’s your excuse? It’s not like you have to cross an ocean. 


