
 

      

 

 

 
                   

 

 
 

 
 

Father’s Day  
 
Some years ago, I was asked to say the blessing before the meal at our high school reunion. A 

classmate later thanked me for not calling God, “Father.” 

That was during the height of a movement to make the Bible more gender neutral. Some 
translations changed, “brothers” to “brothers and sisters,” for example. “Son” became “child.”  

Male pronouns were changed to gender neutral ones. Some suggested that instead of “Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit” we should say, “Mother, Daughter, Womb.” 

But Jesus called God “Father.” 

He taught us to pray, “Our Father….” 
And only God gets to name God. 

In John 7, Jesus’ own brothers didn’t understand him. They knew he could do miracles, but they 
didn’t really understand why. So, they tried to get him to be a public figure like they expected, like  

the “world” expected. 
There’s another push going on the in the “world” right now with respect to pronouns. The  

“world” says you get to pick your own. This may bring Jesus followers into more conflict with the 

“world.” 
Now, it isn’t always productive for Jesus followers to do battle over the latest cultural trend. I  

often begin prayers by saying, “Gracious and Loving God….” We need to remember that patriarchal 
structures still exist that hold women back. Historically, a biblical stance against divorce often trapped 

women in harmful relationships. Human fathers can fail us, and sadly, they often do. 
But at their best, fathers provide for us, protect us, love, and care for us. 
The best earthly fathers point to the way to the one, true Heavenly Father. 

The Heavenly Father points to how earthly fathers should live. 
When we fail to appreciate God as Father, we can miss out on the great blessing of the intimate, 

loving relationship God wants to have with us. 
This Father’s Day we ought to remember that Jesus’ name for God was “Father.” 
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WORSHIP SERVICE – 10:45 am 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 If you have been fully vaccinated, please feel free to remove your mask.  
 

 

Prelude: “This is My Father’s World”                  Ryan Croyle 
                     arr. Joel Raney                                                              

 
First Church News        

 

Time of Welcome                       Rev. Tom Hall         
                    

*Responsive Call to Worship (from Psalm 133)                                                                              Rev. Dan Turis  

 
 

Leader: How very good and pleasant it is when sisters and brothers live together in unity! 

People: It is like the precious oil on the head, like the dew that falls on the mountains of Zion. 

All: Together, let us worship God. 
 
 

*Hymn #538: “Holy, Holy, Holy” (located within this bulletin)          
    

Unison Prayer of Confession (from Mark 4:35-41)                                  Rev. Dan Turis
      

ost merciful God, forgive us. We imagine that we can live without you, when you give us 
our very breath. We seek control over others rather than strive to live in unity. We allow fear 

to overtake us, even though our lives are in your hands. Draw us back into your steadfast love and 
shape us into the likeness of your Son, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 

Silent Confession 

 

 Assurance of Pardon 
 

 Children’s Message                     Jana Hall

       
 *Hymn #755: “’Speak, O Lord” (located within this bulletin)          

 

 Scripture Reading: John 7:1-24  
 
After this, Jesus went around in Galilee. He did not want to go about in Judea because the Jewish 

leaders there were looking for a way to kill him. 2 But when the Jewish Festival of Tabernacles was 

near, 3 Jesus’ brothers said to him, “Leave Galilee and go to Judea, so that your disciples there may 

see the works you do. 4 No one who wants to become a public figure acts in secret. Since you are 

doing these things, show yourself to the world.” 5 For even his own brothers did not believe in him. 
 
6 Therefore Jesus told them, “My time is not yet here; for you any time will do. 7 The world cannot 

hate you, but it hates me because I testify that its works are evil. 8 You go to the festival. I am not 

going up to this festival, because my time has not yet fully come.” 9 After he had said this, he stayed 

in Galilee. 10 However, after his brothers had left for the festival, he went also, not publicly, but in 

secret. 11 Now at the festival the Jewish leaders were watching for Jesus and asking, “Where is he?” 

 
12 Among the crowds there was widespread whispering about him. Some said, “He is a good man.” 

Others replied, “No, he deceives the people.” 13 But no one would say anything publicly about him 

for fear of the leaders. 14 Not until halfway through the festival did Jesus go up to the temple courts  

and begin to teach. 15 The Jews there were amazed and asked, “How did this man get such 

learning without having been taught?” 
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16 Jesus answered, “My teaching is not my own. It comes from the one who sent me. 17 Anyone who 
chooses to do the will of God will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak 

on my own. 18 Whoever speaks on their own does so to gain personal glory, but he who seeks the glory 

of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false about him. 19 Has not Moses given you 
the law? Yet not one of you keeps the law. Why are you trying to kill me?” 
 
20 “You are demon-possessed,” the crowd answered. “Who is trying to kill you?” 21 Jesus said to 

them, “I did one miracle, and you are all amazed. 22 Yet, because Moses gave you circumcision  
(though actually it did not come from Moses, but from the patriarchs), you circumcise a boy on the 

Sabbath. 23 Now if a boy can be circumcised on the Sabbath so that the law of Moses may not be 
broken, why are you angry with me for healing a man’s whole body on the Sabbath?  
24 Stop judging by mere appearances, but instead judge correctly.” 
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon - “Jesus and the World”               Rev. Tom Hall 

                                         
Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

  

ur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.     

 

 *Affirmation of Faith – The Apostles’ Creed                                                          Rev. Tom Hall          
 

 believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only 
Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again 
from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body;  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Call for the Offering                                                                                                  Rev. Tom Hall                
            

 

  Online giving available through GivePlus. 
  Ushers will also be available at the exits if you wish to make a contribution.

 

 

Anthem: “In Christ Alone”                Jackie Bezek, soprano 

                                           Natalie Rogers, alto 

 
In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

 

In Christ alone, who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
'Til on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live, I live. 
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There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

 
 
No guilt in life, no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell, no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 

 

*Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below. Alleluia, alleluia!  

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia! 

 

*Prayer of Commitment  Rev. Tom Hall          
 

*Hymn #926: “God of Grace and God of Glory” (located within this bulletin)          
 

*Invitation and Charge 
 

*Benediction                  
                        
Postlude: “Prelude, Fugue, and Chaconne” 

                Dieterich Buxtehude   
 

*Please stand as you are able 
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Upcoming Opportunities . . . 
 

Year of John Bible Studies continue 
In conjunction with our new year-long sermon series on the book of John, Pastors Tom and Dan  

have been facilitating Bible studies on this vital book. Pastor Dan is leading his Bible Study on 

Sunday evenings at 6pm. Pastor Tom offers a Wednesday evening study at 7pm. Please email the 
pastors to let them know that you'll be attending - dturis@fpcp.org; thall@fpcp.org. They will then 
send you the zoom link. 

 

Community Prayer Room 
The Book of Acts contains over 100 references to prayer. The early church’s devotion to prayer was 

not an option. It was essential to their capacity to survive and thrive. Since the end of March 2020, a 
small group has been praying on Thursday mornings for the church and for all who are struggling in 

what began as a time of pandemic and has grown to include racial injustice and societal tension. 

Since then, other prayer meetings have been added. In all, you have three options to join in prayer 
via Zoom:  
 

• Each Sunday at 9 am – meet with Rev. Dan Turis and others for one hour before worship. To 

join this prayer meeting, contact Pastor Dan at dturis@fpcp.org and he will send you the link. 
 

• Each Thursday at 7:30 am – meet with Judy Shipley and others for one hour of prayer and 

spiritual care. To join this prayer meeting, contact Judy at j.shipley.j17@gmail.com and she will 
send you the link.  

 

• Each Wednesday at 10:30 am - meet with Rev. Tom Hall and others for a time of informal 
prayer for the needs of our church members and our world. To join this prayer meeting, contact 

Pastor Tom at thall@fpcp.org and he will send you the link.  

 
We hope you can join us for any or all of these prayer meetings. 
 

  

Congregational Retreat – October 1-3 
 
Join us at Ligonier Camp and Conference Center (LCCC) 

the weekend of October 1-3. This will be  
a time for fellowship and connecting during a beautiful 

time of the year in the Laurel Highlands. 

 

You will be greeted with a Friday evening welcome 
reception. Saturday will include large and small group 

activities, quiet time, outdoor adventures, all meals and an 
evening campfire. Sunday, we will worship together after 
breakfast and depart at noon. The cost is $110 per person 

and includes lodging (shared room accommodations in Lamont Lodge)/staff programming/4-
meals. Family rates are available upon request. 

 

Plan to join us now. You can register by visiting our website (fpcp.org). Simply click “donate” then 

“give now” to pay via GivePlus. Be sure to choose "Retreat" from among the giving categories. 
Please consider joining us for this fellowship and community time at our camp. 

 
 



 

 
 
 
Sunday Discount at Fogo de Chao  
The management of Fogo de Chao Brazilian Steakhouse (across from FPCP's rear entrance on Oliver 

Avenue and Smithfield) is graciously offering our church family a 20% discount on Sundays!  
  

Simply retain your bulletin after worship and present it to your server. Sunday Brunch is served 

from 11 am - 2 pm, but Fogo will honor this discount any time on Sunday. This would be a 
wonderful way to enjoy a delicious lunch or dinner and also support a downtown business.  
  

Thank you, Fogo de Chao! 
 

 

Shop with Amazon and help First Church 
Did you know that your online shopping at Amazon can benefit First Church? Simply go to 

smile.amazon.com, log into your account and choose First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh as  

your charity. (You can also access Amazon Smile from the Amazon app).  
 

A portion of your purchase cost will be distributed to the church. Remember to use Amazon Smile 

every time you shop on Amazon, so that the church can benefit from your purchases.    
 

 

Listen to Pastor Tom on WORD-FM 
Remember to tune in to Pastor Tom Hall on WORD-FM's program The Pittsburgh Pulpit each Friday 

at 2:30 pm. The program features a recent message from the First Church pulpit.  
 

You can listen live at WORD-FM.com or tune into 101.5 FM on your radio dial. Please pray for this 
new outreach opportunity, as we share the Good News of Jesus Christ from the heart of Downtown 

Pittsburgh. 

  



 

 
 
 

First Church Staff 
Church Office: 412-471-3436 

320 Sixth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Music at First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh is reprinted and broadcast by permission 
through CCLI License #3071786, OneLicense #A-731880, and CCS License #11486. 

  

MINISTERIAL ASSISTANT 
Cheryl Swartz 
cswartz@fpcp.org 
ext. 210 

 

OUTREACH PASTOR 
Dan Turis 
dturis@fpcp.org 
ext. 213 

 

SENIOR PASTOR 
Tom Hall 
thall@fpcp.org 
ext. 222 

 

MINISTER OF MUSIC 
Ryan Croyle 
rcroyle@fpcp.org 

 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH 
DEVELOPMENT 
Jana Hall 
jhall@fpcp.org 

 

MAINTENANCE STAFF 
Bill Branning, supervisor 
bbranning@fpcp.org 

 

Robert DeVere 

VOLUNTEER SOUND/ 
VIDEO TECHNICIANS 
Victor Ndinyah 
Doug Williams  
Dan Conner 
Alyssa Miville 
Bill Branning 

WEDDING 
COORDINATOR 
Megan McFarland 
mmcfarland@fpcp.org 

 

ACCOUNTANT 
Heidi Bateman 
hbateman@fpcp.org 
ext. 230 

 
STUDENT PASTOR 
Frank Hancock 
fhancock@fpcp.org 

OFFICE MANAGER 
Alyssa Miville 
amiville@fpcp.org 
ext. 220 

 

PIPER IN RESIDENCE 
George Balderose 
george@bagpiping.org 

Church Office hours are Monday – Friday, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, 412-471-3436, www.fpcp.org. 
Staff is sometimes working remotely, but phone messages are being retrieved and answered. 

 

Need Validated Parking?   
Sundays only, get your parking ticket stamped at the FPCP Welcome Center in the Narthex (front lobby). See the 

person in the payment booth at Mellon Square, Oliver Avenue or Smithfield Street garage to pay $1 for parking. 
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