
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                        September 20, 2020 - 10:45 am 
 

 
 

We ask your help in caring for others throughout today’s service.  
We would ask that throughout the service you wear a mask, observe social distancing,  

and listen (not sing) to the music. Also, please remember to fellowship outside following the service. 
 
Prelude: “Prelude in G”                                       Ethan LaPlaca 
                     J.S. Bach 

 

    Time of Welcome                              Rev. Tom Hall
                   

     *Call to Worship              Rev. Dan Turis        
 

ut of the desolate place we cry out to our God. We know he is good and righteous, and yet 

we can’t see him or his goodness is in the world. The weight of affliction on our shoulders is 
too much to bear. We don’t see you. Though we long for you. It is in that longing we cry out in 

worship to you. Praising your name. Knowing that your face will shine upon us one day. That 
your glory will be plainly seen. That we will consider ourselves blessed yet again. This is the God 

that we worship. The God of hope. Let us sing.  
                      

*Opening Hymn #408: “All My Hope on God is Founded”   
 

Prayer of Confession                                                     Rev. Dan Turis 
             
                                  

e are a sinful fallen creation. We take your mercy and we abuse it. We have returned good 

for bad. We have reverted to our own chaos time and again. We have crafted spears and 
swords and wonder why they turn against us. We have judged people for arbitrary reasons. We 

have made narratives that place ourselves always in the right. We have made the world we sit in. 
Lord, for this we repent. Please forgive us and remove the sin in our lives. Amen.     

 

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon  
 

Children’s Message      Jana Hall 
   

   Scripture Reading: Lamentations 3:1-5; 21-32 

 

 I am the man who has seen affliction 
    by the rod of the LORD’s wrath. 
2 He has driven me away and made me walk 

    in darkness rather than light; 
3 indeed, he has turned his hand against me 

    again and again, all day long. 
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4 He has made my skin and my flesh grow old 

    and has broken my bones. 
5 He has besieged me and surrounded me 
    with bitterness and hardship. 
21 Yet this I call to mind 
      and therefore I have hope: 
22 Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, 
      for his compassions never fail. 
23 They are new every morning; 

      great is your faithfulness. 
24 I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion; 

      therefore I will wait for him.” 
25 The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, 

      to the one who seeks him; 
26 it is good to wait quietly 
      for the salvation of the LORD. 
27 It is good for a man to bear the yoke 
      while he is young. 
28 Let him sit alone in silence, 

      for the LORD has laid it on him. 
29 Let him bury his face in the dust— 

      there may yet be hope. 
30 Let him offer his cheek to one who would strike him, 
      and let him be filled with disgrace. 
31 For no one is cast off 
      by the Lord forever. 
32 Though he brings grief, he will show compassion, 
      so great is his unfailing love. 

 
Sermon – “Truth Rehearsed”                                              Rev. Tom Hall 

 
Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer  

 

ur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 

*Affirmation of Faith – The Apostles’ Creed                                    
 

 believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only 
Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose  
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits on the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit;  
the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 
body; and the life everlasting.  
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Anthem: “Consider the Stars”        Emma Brown Baker/Natalie Rogers, sopranos 
                     Getty/de Barra                     Ruth Ann Reamer, piano 

      Andy Reamer, percussion  

 
Consider the stars in the sky; 
 Look up and wonder,  
Can you count their number?  

Consider the stars in the sky;  
Umbrella to hide in, a dance floor of heaven.  
Do not be afraid.  
  

Consider the stars in the sky;  
When it is darkest, they shine out the brightest.  

Consider the stars in the sky;  
In every anguish, child take courage.  

Do not be afraid.  
  

He who made all of this, and who holds all of this, 
Holds you in His hands. Do not be afraid.  
  

Consider the stars in the sky; Diamond in a ring.  
Over the Child Kings. Consider the stars in the sky; 
Grace He had promised, Coming to find us.  
Do not be afraid.  

  
He who made all of this says,  

“You’re worth more than this,” and holds you 
In His hands.  

 
Call for the Offering                         Rev. Dan Turis 

 
After the service, please place your offering in the silver buckets located 
 in the front and back of the sanctuary or use online giving available through GivePlus.

 
 
Commissioning of Alyssa Miville as Office Manager             Rev. Tom Hall 
 
*Closing Hymn #348: “Great is Thy Faithfulness”
 
*Benediction and Charge                           
 

Postlude: “God of Grace”                               Ethan LaPlaca 
         Paul Manz 

 

 

*Please stand as you are able.  
 

 

 

Welcome Back, Ethan LaPlaca 
Today we welcome back Ethan LaPlaca as Guest Organist. Ethan is the Director of Choral Activities at  

Mt. Lebanon High School 
  



 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The Latest from Pastor Tom Hall 
 

09-20-20 “Awful grace” 
 

On the night back in 1968 when the Rev Dr Martin Luther King was assassinated, Robert 
Kennedy was campaigning for the presidency in Indianapolis. Riots were spreading across the 

country, and Kennedy had been warned to cancel his scheduled event. Instead he chose to speak to 
the waiting crowd. You could hear the gasps and cries as the people learned of Rev King’s 

assassination from Kennedy himself. 
There was no teleprompter. Kennedy simply spoke from the heart, holding his rolled-up script 

in his right hand.  
People could choose to respond with “bitterness, hatred, and a desire for revenge,” he said, or 

they could respond as Martin Luther King did, replacing the “stain of bloodshed” with 

“compassion and love.” 
 

“For those of you who are black and are tempted to be filled with hatred and distrust at the injustice of such 
an act, against all white people, I can only say that I feel in my own heart the same kind of feeling. I had a 
member of my family killed, but he was killed by a white man. But we have to make an effort in the United 
States, we have to make an effort to understand, to go beyond these rather difficult times. 
 

“My favorite poet was Aeschylus. He wrote: ‘In our sleep, pain which cannot forget falls drop by drop upon 
the heart until, in our own despair, against our will, comes wisdom through the awful grace of God.’" 

 

Kennedy concluded by calling on the people in the crowd to “return home, to say a prayer for 
the family of Martin Luther King…and to say a prayer for our country, which all of us love--a 
prayer for understanding and that compassion of which I spoke.” 

I wonder how many of us could have done what Kennedy did that night. 
Not only did Kennedy not give a canned speech; not only did he not pander (he quoted from 

memory an ancient Greek poet); he simply lamented with and for hurting people and a hurting 

nation. 

He, like the poets who wrote the laments of the Bible, cast the nation on the goodness and 
justice of God. 

Today, the Landmark for Peace Memorial honoring Kennedy and King marks the spot where 
Kennedy spoke. 

Because of Kennedy’s speech, people there that night went home and prayed. Indianapolis was 

spared the violence that engulfed most major US cities.  
 

 


