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Missions Team 

First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh 
 
The Missions Team provided connection and support between FPCP and local 

and global mission agencies. The activity of the team stimulated wide 

congregational support expressed in prayer, financial generosity and willingness 

to grow in areas of discipleship and service.  

 

In 2018, the Missions Team served in these ways: 

 

❖ Prepared the annual Missions Budget for Session approval 

❖ Worked with Susan Perkins, FPCP member and board member of PRISM [Pittsburgh Region 

International Student Ministries], and Executive Director Scott Boyd for the purpose of 

strengthening our mission relationship and cultivating deeper congregational participation in 

international student ministry. A special “PRISM” emphasis was added to worship on February 

25, with a missions-sponsored meal served by the deacons to guests and members. In 

December, more than a dozen FPCP members coordinated the purchase of Christmas gifts 

personally chosen for internationals living at PRISM’s Hospitality House. 

❖ Organized FPCP Missions Weekend, April 14-15. The team sponsored and facilitated whole-

church participation in the World Mission Initiative Conference at Pittsburgh Theological 

Seminary. Erik Burklin of China Partner visited with us and preached on Missions Sunday. An 

international-themed reception inspired many friends and guests of FPCP and WMI to stay and 

enjoy the church. 

❖ Forwarded $5020.00 to China Partner’s YouthServe initiative for training Christian youth 

workers to minister to China’s vulnerable teenagers. The gift was collected as the special 

missions offering on Missions Sunday. 

❖ Sent a mission team to Ukraine, April 16-23, to explore possibilities of forming a long term, 

sustainable relationship with a church plant and associated recovery homes. Gifts totaling 

$4000.00 were given by the congregation for this effort. The team traveled with Rich Correll of 

Church Planters’ Training International, a mission partner of over 25 years. A Ukrainian-

themed lunch and presentation of the trip occurred in June. 

❖ Hosted visits from mission partners on home assignment: Rev. David Shrader and Family 

serving in North Africa; Rev. Michael and Rachel Weller serving in Ethiopia; and Lisa 

Anderson Umana serving in Honduras.  

❖ Received responsibility for ministry of the Home and Foreign Missionary Society Fund, a 

legacy of more than 100 years of women’s faithfulness to mission.  

❖ Continued evaluating parity between local and global mission agencies, while reducing the 

overall budget commitment to be in keeping with the congregation’s ability to give.  

❖ Expressed commitment to continue conversations begun in May 2017 with Dr. Don Dawson 

concerning the role of the Missions Team within the life of the church. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judith Shipley 

Chair, Missions Team 

 


